Low subcutaneous adipose deposits on kid carcasses reduce their commercial value. Thus, two experiments were conducted to determine how lipid supplementation can increase fattening in Alpine male kids.
The different feeding treatments, which affected the fatty acids profile, did not affect the sensory quality of the meat as found by tasting panels. The tasting panels rated samples of meat from 1-7 for aroma, flavor, hardness and juiciness. There were no statistically significant differences between the groups in neither of the above parameters.
It may be concluded that in the present study changes obtained in the fatty acid profile of adipose tissues and leg muscle fat, due to variation in food composition, were not reflected in the sensory quality of the meat. The British Saanen (S) is the dominant breed in the small milk goat industry in the U.K. At present few male kids are reared commercially. It has been suggested that Angora (A) goats, which were introduced for fibre production, have better growth and carcass characteristics than pure Saanen. An experiment was designed to assess the potential growth rate and conversion efficiency of these kids and define suitable slaughter weights.
Castrate male kids (34 S and 12 A x S), that had been reared on a milk replacer to 8 weeks of age, were placed in individual pens and fed a concentrate diet ad libitum together with 150 g/ week of hay. At 10 weeks of age eight S kids were slaughtered at mean live weight of 21 kg (range 16-26 kg). The remaining S kids were allocated to treatments and slaughtered as each individual reached 29, 37 or 45 kg liveweight. Six A x S kids were slaughtered at 29 and at 37 kg. Intake of concentrates by S kids increased from a mean 850 g/day during gain from 21-29 kg to 1 130 g/day in the interval from 37-45 kg but intake relative to liveweight decreased from 35 to 28 g/kg, a little lower than those of lambs on a similar diet. The growth rate only declined very slightly over the three growth intervals but conversion efficiency decreased by 28 %. The A x S kids had lower intakes, growth rates and efficiencies of conversion than S kids.
